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“Go ye into all the World and preach ‘the Gospel to every 


creatufe.” 





LETTER FROM REY. 8S. CORNELIUS, TO 
THE TREASURER 


The followihg letter will be truly cheering to our 
readers. The spirit of liberality and kindness, 
which it evinces in the members of another commun- 
jon, towards our own, is most gratifying to the feel- 
ings we love to cherish. Let it serve as a stimulus 
’ ‘to American Baptists to give freely —Let it cover all 
narrowness of feeling in us with shame and blushes. 
And let us pray that heaven’s blessing may be pour- 
ad out most richly on those, of whatever name who 
are striving most zealously to build up the kingdom 
of Immanuel.— Baptist Magazine. 

Avexannria, D. C. Oct 22, 1832. 

My dear brether —I have the pleasure of commu- 
‘nicating an instance of christian liberality, which I 
am sure will be gratifying to you and the Board of 
Managers; as it is an expression of confidence in 
them, as well as of love to our dear brother Judson. 

Two gentlemen called upon me this evening, one 


of them belonging to the Methodist church* and re- | 


‘siding in Westmoreland county, Va. : the other be- 


longing to one of the Presbyterian churches in this 
town. They said they had both been deeply inter- | 
ested in the history rf Mr. Judson’s soils and suffer- 
ings, and success, and had a desire to aid him in the 


— cause, to which bis life is devoted, They 

i me to accept $100 for this purpose, ($50 
from each,) which is subject to eed a rs, to be 
applied at the discretion of the board, to the Burman 
mission. When'a few months ago, I had the pleas- 
ure of sending you a like sum, for the same-object, 
‘contributed by a member of the church te Which | 
have the honor of ministering, 1 could not suppress 
my feelings of thankfulness and joy : but this instance 
of love to the Saviour and his cause, from brethren 
differing from us, and from each othet, in some par- 
ticulars—this contribution of a Methodist and a Pres- 
hyterian, has awakened emotions us delightfal, as 
they are indescribable. Perhaps I ought to —- 
for troubling you with my reflections on this occasion; 
the naked: fact speaks more eloquently than words 
can speak. And what does itsay? Does it not re- 
buke the spirit of selfishness and bigotry which has 
Tuled more or fess over all denominations of Chris- 
tians? Doos it not say that the Head of the church 
is so disposing the minds of his people, thet Ephra- 


'took an able review of the rise and 


im shall no longer envy Judah, nor Judah vex E- 
phraimt Is it not another indication that the hour 
is coming, and Now 1s, when the true wooshipers of 
God shall be of one heart, and of one soul, in their 
desires and efforts for the universal diffusion of the 
light of evangelical truth? 

I will only add, does it not particularly address the 
language of cheering and encouragement to our own 
Board of Managers? 1seem ‘to hear the voice of 
him that sitteth on the throne, and maketh all things 
new, in this providence saying to us, “ Lo I am 
|with you” Be not afraid. Devise liberal things, and 
by liberal things ye shall stand. The silver und the 
‘gold are mine ; and if some of my peaple hold their 
peace, and withold their assistance, deliverance 
shall arise from another “For the earth 
shall be falof the knwledge of the Lord.” 

1 ought to have observed, that the contributors 

j have as such modesty as liberality ; and have there~ 
fore desired that their names should not be men+ 
| tioned” ; : 
' 1 desire an affectionate remembrance to the acting 
board, and assure them of my willingness to aid in 
‘ay. business in which they may have need of 
mo. 

With christian regard, I remain déar brothed, 
your fellow laborer in the kingdom of our Lord: 

S. Connerivs. 


MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 





LONDON 


On Wednesday evening a meeting of the friends 
of this society was held at the chapel, New Court, 


Carey-street, Lincoln'sinwfidlds. The Rev. R. 
Winter, D. D., took the chair. He poimted out in 


‘a very impressive manner the importance of the sub- 


ject which had brought them together. ~ He then 

progress of the 
Missionary Society. That society had not hone 
agated the doctrines of Christianity abroad, had 
also done much towards the extension of pure moras 
lity athome. The more they had been nea in 
scattering seed on the barren mountains, more 
had their own garden flourished. They had already 
effected much, but there was still great room for ex- 
ertions The Chairman then alluded to India, and 
stated that there the success of the missionaries had 
been so great, that the gospel had only to be propo- 
sed and it would be instantly and almost generally re« 
ceived, In conclusion, he trusted that the meetin 
would- not be backward in forwarding to the best 
their ability the great objects of the society, of 





lhe was a feeble, but a zealous advocate—The Ret 
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M. Liefchild said, that, when their society was first 
formed, they were scorned by the wise and the learn- 
ed. But less of human contempt and mindful 
only of Christian duty. they had persevered, and 
what was the result? The result was, that in Cal- 
cutta, in Bengal and thé Southern parts of India, the 
_great truths of their religion had been preached and 
believed. “The Rev. gentleman then detailed at great 
length the objects of the society, and expressed his 
conviction that the time was not far distant when 
christianity would spread itself over the earth. The 
Rev. Mr. Koblak and Mr. F. Lioyd advocated the 
cause of the society at considerable length and with 
great ability—Lond. Christ. Adv. 


FAis cellancous. 


| 


(From the Ameriean Revivalist. } 
SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 


1 have noticed, as very significpor sigirs of the times, 
the PASTORAE LETTER of the General Assembly, and 
the Parer that was read before the Society of Inquiry 
in the Princeton Theological Seminary, at the first an- 
nual meeting of the cominittee on Revivals of Religion, | 
in April last. The single, and sympathetic purpose of | 
these elaborate productions, was to display and warn | 
against dangers and evils incident to revivals of reli- 
ion. I have requesfed, that it may be considered, un- 
, the teachings of common sense, what must be the | 














effect of this carping at revivals—I. Upon Christians: 
Il. On worldly professors: I1I. Upon the men of the | 
world. 1 have. also directed attention to a more sol- 


ures of any kind, can be presented in no form, to which 
the PASTORAL LETTER and PRinceTON PAPER Can not 
be opposed as insuperable obstacles. The legitimate 
effect of these productions is to bring protratted meet- 
ings and revival measures under suspfeion and disre- 
pute witb all who respect the bodies trom which these 
productions are sent forth, and thus to de much injury 
to the ehurch at large, but far greater injury to the ia- 
dividual under the influence of them by preventing 
their usefulness, and fitting them to be hindrances iu 
the way of salvation. 

There.is another class of Christians, of no small in- 
fluence, who are neither timid nor indolent, but whose 
distinguishing trait of character is prudence, upen 
whom the PASTORAL LETTER and PrinceTON PAPER 
are calculated to produce much effect. 

The pecutiar character of such men gives them com- 
manding influence. ‘The language in relation to them 
ir, “if they are in fevor of it, there must be safety; if 
they are opposed, depend upon it there is danger.” — 
But such men always need the spur. They never 
come fully to the point of couiage and enterprise.— 
They never give the Lord the whole value of theie ser- 
vices, however well disposed they may be. They feel 
most sensibly the weight of authority, and these pro- 


'ductions are the direct opposile of the treatment they 


need. 

Il, Uron Worvuoty Proressons. 

There is a class of professors in every church who 
have been brought within its pale, either by a general 
impression of the greater safety of God's people, orb 
regard to reputation or other selfish views, or through 
the effect of custom, or sume other unholy motive.— 
The great object of these professors is to maintain their 
place er even to advance their station, for they — 

y 


emn consideration—the ingratitude of this carping to erally ambitious, with che least possible sacrifice. 
God, whose blessing is the subject of this treatwent. | are continually exercising a deadening influence. To 


Before I proceed to remark on these points, I must | 
inquire, whence the author of these productions have | 
derived the matter of them. Have they been on the 
ground, and seen the evils and improprieties which 
they condemn? If so, their productions may be re- 
garded as founded in fact; if not, they must be deem- 
ed as existing in speculation ; and such speculation, to 
say the least of it, is very dangerous trifling. That 
these authors have not been upon the ground and seen 
the evils and improprieties which they condemn, I infer 
from the style of the productions: they speak as sta- 
ting, not facts, but apprehensions. But { make this in- 
ference with more confidence, because I have been at 
several protracted meetings where hew measures were 
used and a blessed display of divine power witnessed, 





these persons, the PASTORAL LETTER and the Prince- 
TON PAPER afford a full suit of armor. For, let it be 
understood, that any measure that is to place the 
chureh in any new attitude, or to stimulate it to any 
new exertion, or to change in any manner its opera- 
tions, may be with propriety denominated a revival 
measure, and as such liable to be classed with the dis- 
orderly practices, and evils, a few of which only the 
proguctions before us within the extent of their com- 
pass could point out. 

In connexion with these classes in the church which 
I have considered, let me quote a passage from the 
PASTORAL LETTER, to prove what its influence must 

. The passage is— 

“It was ‘while men slept,’ that the enemy came and 
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have never seen one of the é ministers on the ground | ference, but while they were not watching against bis 
avy *|deviees, Iris not while men are in a state of indiffer- 


whose heart had any place for carping. We have re- 
joieced together ; our common language has been fer- 


ence, that the false conversions represented by the tares 
are brought in, but while men are asjeep in a far differ- 


vent praise. Whenever } find this carping, I feel au- “ent sense—while their passions are in such a state of 


thorised to note it, not as the growth of the place where 
a revival bas been, but as matter co'dly studied out at 
a distance, by a spirit looking with evil eye upon oth- 
ers’ joys, because without participation of them. In 
this view, I believe I may appeal, without mistake, to 
President Edwards on Revivals. 

I now recur to the inquiry, what must be the effect of 





excitement as blinds their minds to the danger. Then 
the great deceiver can work to the best advantage, both 
in promoting false conversions, and ip leading into dan- 
gerous extremes those who are zealous promoters of 
the work.” 

Here a state of indifference and a state of excite- 
ment are contrasted, under the strong view, that the 


this carping at revivals? 


I. Upon CHaistians. state of indifference isa state of safety, and that all 


sthere in any 
he 


Many Christians are timid and easily alarmed : many | danger lies in a state of excitement. 
are indolent and averse fromall active exertion. These | one a desire to quicken a dead church, and does 


put forth any effort for this purpose ? Those satisfied 
To these, the Pastoral Letrer and the Paper! with the ease in which the spiritual death around them 
from Princeton present objections against protracted |countenanced them, could not desire a better argu- 
meetings and revival measures, which they seize with | ment, to break down such effort, than this quotation. 
avidity, and bold as unanswerable. Indeed, what | Let it be understood, that no church can be quickened 
higher human authority can there be? Resting upon | from a state of death without excitement and zeal; o 
it, they are satisfactorily established in their timidity | fact which no one will dispute; and then let it be con- 
and indolence. Protracted meetings or active meas-| sidered, whatis the true bearing of the passage which 


two classes constitute a large portion of every church. 
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Lhave cited. But the most deleterious effect of this 
carpiug at revivals, is 

IIL. Uron Men or raz Worxp. 

The great work of revivals, and of all revival meas- 
ures, is to bring sinners to repentance sto persuade 
men to be reconciled to God. But in revivals und in 
all the operations of grace, God works by human agen- 
cy and natural means. A place is appointed for preact- 
ing divine truth; sinners atiend and hear; the word 
takes effect; they repent and believe the gospel. In 
this they are free agents ; at every. step motives adapt- 
ed to their minds influence them, and they yield to the 
influence ; and this, either for or against the salvation 
of their souls. Wherever the preaching of the gospel 
is appointed, some who know of the appointment, will 
not atiend to hear; and of the impenitent whe do at- 
tend, all, without exception, in their hearts resist the 
power of truth; under any circumstances all find a- 
bundant cause for cavil; and some effectually barden 
themselves against conviction. Upon all these, argu- 
ments against revivals produce their fullest effect ; con- 
firming them in their prejudices, and countenaneing 
and aiding them in their resistance. On the question, 
whether they shall go to hear, a great deal is to be con- 
sidered, These meetings are evils and ought not to be 
countenenced. ‘These measurés are fanatical, and de- 
cent people ought not to put thomselves. within their 
influence. This preaching is mischievous, producing 
false impressions. Arguments, like these, are always 
in the mouths of worldly people: many are so influen- 
ced by thern as to shun all revival meetings, and others 
are so prejudiced as to brace themselves against every 
conviction and feeling experienced at such meetings. 

What an immensity of power do the PASTORAL LET- 
TER and PRinceTON PAPER give Ww these arguments ? 
*,See here! Not individuals merely, but bodies in 
which the piety, wisdom and learning of the church 
are concentrated, solemuly denounce these measures ! 
They are not to be carried away by this fanaticism !”— 
Cannot the cold professor, and the malignant scoffer 
use this lauguage with puint and appropriateness 2— 
And what answer can the friend of revivals return? 1 
am aware, the authors of the PAsSTORAt LETTER and 
Patnceton paren will say, that they condemn only 
real errors, evils and improprieties. But will not the 
cold professor and the malignant seoffer say the same ? 
The difference would be in the application. “The nat- 
ural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, 
for they are fvolislness to him} neither can he know 
them, — they are spiritually discerned.” Hence 
all impeénitent persons resist the influences of the Spir- 
it; and they consider all the circumstances of a revi- 
val as foolishnese. Let then the doctrine be establish- 
ed by the highest human authority, that in protracted 
meetings and revivals, there are great improprieties, 
evils and dangers to be apprehended, and the uncon- 
verted have a coat of mail, proof agairfst every special 
effort to impress religion upon them. There is not an 
occurrence in the purest revival, which the impenitent, 
whether professors, scoffers, or thoughtless sinners, do 
not esteem “ foolishness,” and which they cannot class 
with propriety, as they view the subject, under some of 
the heads of the pasronaL LetrTer or Painceton 
PAPER. ° 

} will close this piece, by suggesting to the authors 
and approvers of the pasTroraL LETTER and Prince- 
TON PAPER, that in the meetings and revivals which 
have occasioned their productions, there has been much 
of the power of the Spirit, very clearly manifested.— 
This I understand them not to deny. Upon this, I ask 
them seriously to reflect, and then determine, how it 
happens, that so many of the things of these meetings 
and revivals “are foolishness” to them? Cannot a 
Seripturap view be taken of this suggestion? Let it 
be pondered. A poor and contrite spirit, that trembles 
at God's word, will ponder it. A proud spirit will be 
offended. Aw Exper. 





WESTERN RESERVE BRANCH OF AM. EDU- 
CATION SOCIETY. 


At the late annual meeting of this Society at Detroit, 

the Rev. Ira M. Wead delivered the following 
ADDRESS. 

Resolved, That the work of preaching the gospel 
requires « thorough education ; and resolved, that, to 
all who are seeking such qualifications, and who pos- 
sess the requisite character, the Society will still hold 
out the assurances of aid. 


Ma. Presipent,—With regard to the first clause of 
this resolution, 1 need only refer to the Sabbath schools 
aud Bible classes in our land, and ask if the members 
of these can be taught by an illiterate ministry? Will 
they listen with deference and interest to those who 
are their inferiors ? 

Members of Sabbath schools and Bible classes are 
becoming able expositors of the Bible. Many of them 
will grow up with all the native enmity of their un- 
subdued hearts; and their knowledge of the Bible will 
be used against the blessed religion which it inculeates: 
Suppose onr ministry be unlearned who shall meet 
these champions of unbelief? 

Again—lvok at the vigorous effort making in the 
cause of general education. Our mechanics, and far- 
mers, and business men, are becomiag philosophers. 
And can we hope that an illiterate ministry will baye 
any influence over their minds in leading them to a 
kvowledge of the truth ? 

Infidelity and Romanism are spreading all over out 
land, turning their backs upon the Bible, and pouri 
contempt upon its institutions, and filling the ot at 
devotion with their blasphemies. They have ranged 
under their banners, not only ignorant and dissolute 
men, but many whose reputation for learning, and 
whose geveral character, stand high. Who, I ask, 
shall meet these Goliahs? We know that David with 
his sling may be blest. But does God ordinarily make 
use of means so disproportionate to the ends to be at- 
tained? When the gospel was to be carried to the 
learned captious Greek, was an illiterate fisherman 
made the bearer of it? No. He, who had sat at the 
feet of Gamaliel, whose intellectual power was sur- 
passed by none in the age in which he lived, was made 
the honored and successful instrument. Do you need 
farther illustration of this sentiment? Who was it, 
when luxury, effeminacy and anes had paralized 
the energies of the Church, and chilled the fervor of 
devotion—who was it, that raised his voice and shook to 
the very centre the Papal See! Was it an effeminate, 
ignorant, though good man? No. It was Martin Lu- 
ther, whose gigantic intellect made the whole Synod, 
before whom he was arraigned, to tremble. 

With regard to the Society holding out the assurance 
of aid to all of requisjte characser, I would say, before 
we turn one away, let us look to it that we have good 
reason for doing so. And can we find any such rea- 
sons? Can we say to one, your labor is not needed ! 
What, when in our land, 4,000 churches are stretching 
out their imploring hands, and raising their beseeching 
voice for help! What, when the number of these 
churches is daily increasing and raising to a still louder 
note the cry for help! And brethren, have we forgot- , 
ten that 600,000,000 of our fellow men are now, in all 
the darkness of heathenism, groping their way in un- 
broken columns down to the gates of a second death ! 
And do they need no heralds of salvation to point them 
to the Lamb of God who taketh away the sins of the 
world? No, brethren, we cannot say to one young 
man of promise, your labor is not needed. O no! The 
harvest still is great, but the laborers are few. 

Shall we say to any, “ we cannot help you for the 
want of means to belp you 2” We must not thus run 
the venture of sending back to the plow, or shop, & 
Brainerd, a Mille, or a Cornelius. Our churches, by 
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not affurding the means, dare not thus incur the guilt 
of depriving the Lord Jesus the services of such men ? 
They will not do it sir. They cannot do it, if the wants 
and woes of a dying world are spread out before them. 
They have the means, poor as they are, of educating 
as many of their pious sons ag promise to be useful in 
‘the gospel ministry. And they have not only the 
means, but the Lord by his Spirit, is giving them a 
willing mind. Our churches, when this subject shall 
be properly presented to them, will feel too deeply, not 
to sympathize, with those who are destitate, and will 
extend to them a helping baud; and those churches 
that are now destitute will perceive, that by aiding this 
Society, they use the direct means to supply themselves 
and others with the living ministry. We cannot, then, 
we must not say to any young man of the requisite 
character, asking us for aid, we cannot help you. With 
proper effort our treasury shall be filled. 

Another reason why we should still hold out the as- 
surances of aid to all of the character specified, is, that 
this Society may preserve its good name. Its charac- 
ter for energy and efficiency is known to the churches, 
Once let it be known that the application of one of a 

roper character has been rejected for the want of 
unds, or for any other cause, and will not the confi- 
dence, which the churches repose in this Society, be 
lost? And will not the young men whom the Holy 
Ghost is bringing into the kingdom of Christ, and 
whose hearts glow with an ardent desire to proclaim 
the love of Jesus to those perizhing in their sins, des- 
pair of having conferred on them this honor? And 
what would be the effect upon those who bave unfurl- 
ed the banner of the cross on heathen ground, if the 
American Education Society and its branches, should 
lose their good name which they have secured? To 
them this Society is the polar star which cheers and 
animates them in their labors of love. ‘lo it they look 
for men to fill their places when they shall sleep in 
death. Let their hopes be blasted by this Society’s 
losing its good name, and they will go down with sor- 
row to the grave—uniess their faith should be strength- 
ened by special grace, they would almost despeir of the 
world being converted to God. 

Thus remembering that a “ good name is better than 
riches,” let us endeavor to sustain the character of this 
Society, and that one of which itis a branch. Let us 
not turn away one young man of promise, lest we in- 
cur the fearful responsibility of ruining souls. Let us 
not do it, lest the thousands of destitute churches in 
our own land should change their voice of entreaty to 

* one of loud execration, and all the heathen, instead of 
rising up in eternity and. calling as blessed, in their 
louder endene and everlasting wail, should charge us 
with being accessary to their ruin. 

In addition to the foregoing remarks, the meeting 
was addressed by the Rev. John J. Shipherd, of Ely- 
ria, Ohio ; Rev. Samuel Hutchins, of Cleaveland, Ohio ; 
Rev. Henry Cowles, of Austinsburgh, Ohio, and by the 

. Rev. Harvey Coe, of Hudson, Ohio. These addresses 
were listened to with general interest and gratification 
by a numerous audience.— Obs. & Tel. 


THE WELL GOVERNED FAMILY. 

About ten years since, I was called, in the providence 
of God, to labor in one of the large old-settled parishes 
of New Engiand. Although the people were deeply 
involved in difficulties, some of which bad but recently 
resulted in the dismission of an aged and able pastor, 
yet to the entire and happy disappointment of all, three 
weeks had hardly elapsed before it was observed, on 
the Sabbath, that the Holy Ghost was moving mightily 
upon the minds of the congregation. It was thought 
that at least one third of this large congregation were 
bathed in tears during the afternoon service. Among 
other families of which this congregation was compo- 
sed was that of Judge G » consisting of himself, 








his wife, and six most intelligent and interesting daugh- 


ters. ‘This family, which is to be the subject of thty 
following remarks, lived in a retired part of the paristi 

some three or four miles from the church, and although 

possessed of almost every other excellent quality, they 

were, with thé exception of a pious mother, all living 

without hope and without God in the world. At the 

centre of the parish, the revival commenced in a most 

sudden and powerful manner—hardly a house in which 

there were not some deeply solicitous for their souls. 

At the close of this first week of the revival, I hastened 

the opportunity of holding an interview with the family 

of Judge G. lest unawares, in their seclusion from the 

principal scenes of intecest, the revival would pass op 

without them. Ou Saturday, P. M. the close of a 

week of unparalleled interest to the people at the cen- 

tre of the Parish, 1 repaired to the house of the Judge 

for the purpose of announcing the commencement of 
the great work, and if possible of interesting this fami- 

ly in it. On my arrival, I was received by the family 

with their wonted courtesy and kindness, and the tea- 

table was soon spread wnb the good things in which 

they abounded and which they delighted to have their 

minister share with them. We were soon seated in a 

large circle around the table, and were about to par- 

take of the bounties which providence had spread be- 

fore us, when I suddenly paused, and remarked, that 

perhaps they might wonder that I should come at that 
late period in the week to visit them, but that I had 
come expressly as the messenger of some most impor- 

tant news. Every eye. was now fixed upon me—im- 

patient to hear the tidings. 1 told therm that since the 

last Sabbath a most powerful revival had commenced 

at the centre of the*parish, and that such and such per- 
sons, naming over several of their most intimate ac- 
quaintances, were rejoicing in Christ. After giving a 
particular history of sume individual cases, &c. 1 turn- 
ed to the young ladies, and assured them that my visit 

was expressly for the purpose of apprizing them of 
what God was doing forthe people at the centre, and 
to warn thet to prepare to be taken or to be left. The 
youug ladies on learing these things were melted into 
tears. Without entering upon any other subject of 
conversation, } lefithem immediately after tea, with 
the strong hope that they would notdismiss the subject 
without some saving benefit te their souls. In this I 
was not disappointed. ‘The next day (the Sabbath) 
this interesting family circle were seated before me, 
bowed down with anxiety and distress. ‘This was in- 
deed one of the most awfully interesting Sabbaths that 
[ ever witnessed. During the week fullowing this Sab- 
bath among some twenty others, five of the six daugh- 
ters of Judge G. were expressing hope most decidedly 
that they had found Christ to be precivus to their souls. 
When they first informed me of the change, which they 
thought they bad experienced, 1 stood very much in 
doubt of the'teality of the work—not because I saw 
any thing in them which was unfavorable to the genu- 
ineness of their conversion, but because it had taken 
place so suddenly—so soon after their attention was 
first turned to the subject. I found, however, that my 
attempts to convince them of the contrary were in vain. 
Although they were fully conscious of the amazing de- 
ceitfulness of their hearts by nature, yet they were as 
firm as the hills in their belief, that they abhorred sin, 
and that they loved Christ, as the chief among ten 
thousands. leed they sh eminently as saints of 
the first order, and the most active and decided char- 
acter. And their after life, which has now been tested 
by the experience of some ten years, had proved to the 
satisfuction of all their friends, that their faith and hopes 
which commenced so brilliantly were well founded. 





Here again as often before, 1 was brought to contem-— 


plate the subject of sudden conversions in distinction 
from other cases, which were much mote lingering 
and protracted, without being able in the least degree 





to account for the fact. Here were ted in one 





family five decided cases of conversion—taking place so 6 
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immediately on their first awakening to the subject, os 
almost to stagger the credulity of the most charitable. 
The mystery in this case, however, was soon solved. 
I had occasion, soon after this happy change, to spend 
a week with the family. 1 found, on a more intimate 
acquaintance, that the Judge maintained thorough-go- 
ing and strict family government. His children had 
grown up in the most perfect subjection to his will, and 
had learned to submit anconditionally to his require- 
ments. Every thing like an unyielding spirit—like 


stubbornness, had been with them most effectually sub- |. 


dued; and now, when the obligations of the gospel 
were presented, instead of resisting these demands, in- 
stead of carrying on a protracted controversy, as others 
would, who had never been subdued by parental au- 
thority, they at once surreudered —immediately submit- 
ted themselves into the hands of Christ, and received 
pardon and peace, and exceeding great joy. We doubt 
not, if facts could be investigated, that most sudden 
cases of conversion might be accounted for in the 
same way. We invite those who have the opportuni- 
ty to em on the subject. 

From the foregoing narrative, we may see the inti- 
mate relation, which family government has to the 
eternal destinies of our children. The important ques- 
tion, whether, when they shall be awakened by the 
Holy Spirit, they will submit, and become the willing 
and obedient subjects of Christ’s kingdom, depends 
very much on the previous question, whether they 
have been thoroughly subdued by judicious parental 
authority. From the day Lmade this discovery in the 
family of Judge D., to the present, wherever I have 
watched the progress of revivals, my hopes or fears 
have preponderated, according to the facts which J 
could discover, respecting the family government un- 
der which the individuals concerned have been brought 
up. Ifthey have been subdued in the years of their 
chikihood by parental authority, 1 expect their awa- 
kening will protably terminate favorably; but if the 
reverse be the fuet, T expect in all probability the awa- 
kening will be long protracted and finally terminate 
unfavorably. 

* LD elose, by warning parents, as they value the souls 
of their children, and as they desire their salvation, to 
eubdué, them most effectually, while they are yet in 
the years of elildhood, lest the mistake should not be 
discovered till there be no remedy, 

Am. Revivalist. 


Salem Theatre become a Church.—This notable 
building was erected a few years ago, by the extra 
exertion of a person who kept @ tavern in the town 
of Salem, Mass. This man expecting much increase 
of bar patronage, by the erection of a theatre near 


his establishment, offered his beautiful garden in the | 


centre of the town, and subscribed 81200 towards the 
project. This was about five years ago. The ar- 
rangements were made and the stock was taken up 
and it soon went into operation, and succeeded to ad- 
miration, The first year it paid 30 per cent. The 
second year it began to wane, and the third year it 
failed in éoto, and with it the custom of the tavern 
whose host was the means of its establishment; and 
for two years past it hast been shut up. We are in- 
formed by a gentleman who resently visited Salem, 
that this school house of vice has been purchased by 
a Calvinistic church, and .is soon to be dedicated to 
the worship of Almighty God. Thus light is made 
to come out of darkness, good out of evil, and order 
out of confusion.— Am. Revivalist. 
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STORY OF LOUISA. 
( Concluded from page 471.) 

The next day I called again to see Louisa.. Her 
fever was still raging, and its fires were fanned by 
mental sufferings. Poor girl! thought I, as the first 
glance upon her countenance showed me the strong 
lineaments of despair. I needed not to ask her how 
she felt. Her countenance jold too powerfully her 
feeliggs. And I knew that while her mind was in 
this state, restoration to bodily health was out of the 
question. 

** And can you not Louisa,” said I, “ trust your 
soul with the blessed Saviour who died for you? He 
has said, ‘come unto me ali ye that labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.’ ” 

“ Oh sirg | know that the Saviour is merciful, but 
some how or other I cannot go to him, I do not know 
why,—QOh I am miserable indeed.” 

* Do you think, Louisa that you are penitent for 
sin? If you are, you are forgiven, for God who gave 
his Son to die for us, is more ready to forgive than 
we to ask forgiveness. He is more ready to give 
good gifts to his children than any earthly parent to 
give bread to his hungry child, 

I then opened the Bible to the 15th chapter of Luke 
‘and read the parable of the prodigal son. I partic- 
| ularly directed her attention to the 20th verse ; “* But 

when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him 
‘and had compassion, and ra%, and fell upon his neck 

and kissed him.” 
| “ sir,’, said she, “none of those promises seem 
|meant for me. I can find no peace to my troubled 
spirit, Ihave long been sinning against God, and 
now he is going to take me, to render up my acconnt 
and Oh? what an account have I to render. The 
doctor gives me medicine, but I feel that it does no 

ood, for I can think of nothing but my soul. 
te. if I were perfectly well, I could iaelly aliieee 
the view of my sins which God has given me. If 
my sins were forgiven, how happy should I be; but 
now—-Oh !"—her voice was stopped by a fit of shud- 
dering which very much agitated those around her 
bedside, with the fear that she might be dying. Soon 
however her nerves became more quiet, and I kneel- 
ed by her bedside to commend her spirit to the 
Lord. 

As I rode home her despairing countenance was 
unceasingly before my eyes. Her lamentations and 
her mournful groans were continually crying in my 
ears. AsI kneeled with my family at the domestic 
altar, I bore Louisa upon my heart to the throne of 
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ace; All night I tossed re 
ing that I was urging co 


Another morning came. As | knocked at the door 
of her dwelling [ felt a most painful solicitude as to 
the answer I might receive to my inquiries for her. 

“* How is Louisa, this morning?” said I to the per- 
son who opened the door. 

“‘ She is fast failing, sir, and the doctor thinks she 
cannot recover. We have just sent to her friends to 
come ahd see her before she dies.” 

‘Is her mind any niore composed than it has 
been ?” 

“ Oh no, sir. She has had a dreadful night. She 
~~ she is lost, and that there is no hope for 

r," 

I went’ into her chamber, Dispair was pictured 
more deeply than ever upon her flushed and fevered 
countenance. I was surprised at the strength of body 
she still manifested, as she continually turned from 
side to side in her restlessness. Death was drawin 
nearer. She knew it. She had lived in the wo 
without God, and she felt that she was unprepared to 

before him. A few of her young friends 
Wed tthaliag by her bedside. She warned the in 
the most affecting terms, to prepare for death while 
in health. She told them of the mental agony she 
was then enduring, and of the woes which were 
thickly scattered through that endless career she was 
about to enter. All her conversation was interspers- 
ed with the most heart rending exclamations of des- 
pair. She said she knew that God was ready to for- 
give the sincerely penitent, but that her sorrow was 
pot sorrow for sin, but dread of its awful penalty. 

I had already said all that I could say to lead her 
to the Saviour. Indeed her understanding seemed to 
be su enlightened, but the Lord had come to 
her and showed her the sinfulness of her unreconciled 
heart, Who could stand and witness such a scene as 
this, knowing that the trembling immortal was soon 
to be ushered into eternity, and not pray almost with 
an agony of earnestness, that God would have mercy 
upon her soul? And how evident nmst it have been 
#0 any one, that there was no power, but divine pow- 
er which could liberate her mind from the gloom and 
darkness in which it was inveloped. It was God who 
had opened her eyes to a view of her situation ; it 
was God who had rolled over the mind these surges 
ef despair; and it was God who alone could say to 
them “ peace be still.” 

“ Jesus can make a dying bed 
Feel soft as downy pillows are.” 

But no Saviour was casting his love around this dy- 
ing bed. No rays of peace beamed upon that depar- 
ting soul. Youth and beauty were struggling beneath 
the strong arm of death, and as that eye, which buta 


few days before, had sparkled with gaity, gazed for-| dress 


ward to eternity, it was fixed in an expression of des- 
pax. 

“ By many a death bed I had been 

And many a sinner’s parting scene, 

But never aught like this.” 

There was nothing that could be said. The moa- 
nings of the sufferer mingled with the prayer, which 
was almost inarticulately uttered, from the emotions 
the scene inspired. 

Late in the afternoon I called again, But reason 





n her restless 
movements, I was forcibly reminded of the lines of 


Watts : 12 oad , 

“ So when a raging fever burns, 

We turn from aide te side by turns; 

And 'tis a poor relief we gain, 

To change the place but kept the pain.” 

_The senseless mbanings of delirium showed the dis- 

tress even of her shattered mind. Her friends were 
standing around her, but she did not recognize them. 
Every eye in the room was filled with tears, but poor 
Louisa saw not and heeded not their weeping. It 
was a scene which neither pen nor pencil can portray. 
At the present moment that chamber of death is as 
vividly mt to my “* mind’s eye,” as it was when 
I looked upon it through irrepressible tears. I can 
now see the disorder of the dying bed,—the restless 
form,—the swollen veins,—the hectic burning cheek, 
—the eyes rolling wildly around the room,—and the 
weeping friends. Who can describe such a scene? 
A ne can imagine the emotions which one must 
feel, who knew her previous history, and who knew 
that this delirium succeeded temporal, and prehaps 
preceded eternal despair. Louisa could no longer lis- 
ten to my prayers; she could no longer receive the 
precious instructions of God's holy word. And what 
could be offered as consolation to her friends? No- 
thing. “* Be still and know that [ am God,” was all 
that could be said. I could only look and listen with 
reverence, inwardly praying that the sad spectacle 
might not be lost upon any of us. For some time I 
lingered around the solemn scene in silence. Not a 
word was spoken. All knew that death was near. 
The friew!s who were most deeply affected, struggled 
hard to restrain the audible expression of grief. In 
silence I had entered the room, and in silence and 
sadness I went away. 

Early the next morning I called at the door to in- 
quire for Louisa, : 

“* She is dead, sir,” was the reply to my question. 

** What time did she die?” 

* About midaight sir.” 

“Was her reason restored to her before her 
death ?” 

** It appeared partially to return a few moments be- 
fore she breathed her last, but she was almost gone, 
and we could hardly understand what she said.” 

Sher she seem to be in any more peaceful frame of 
mind ¢” 

‘** Her friends thought, sir, that she did express a 
willingness to depart, but she was so weak and so far 
gone, that it was impossible for her to express her mind 
with any clearness.” 

“ The next time I called at the house, Louisa was 
pale in her coffin, cold and lifeless in her shroud. Her 
friends had assembled to attend her funeral, and from 
every part of the room, loud sobs interrupted my ad- 
and prayer. Her body now moulders in the 
- yard, and her spirit has entered upon its eternal 

me. , 


MARIETTE GUYON., 
One day Neff met, at Palons, a little 


of twelve or thirteen pas of age, whose air and lan | 
° 


guage struck him with surprise. In answer to his in- 
iries about her, he was told that her name Was 
Guyon, and that she lived in the adjacent 

hamlet of Punayer, with her grandfather and grand- 
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mother, who were Roman Catholics; that she had 
ex great anxiety to be instructed in the true 
principles of the gospel, and that they could not at- 
twibute this desire intirely to human influence, and to 
the persuasions of Protestant acquaintances, for she 
was not permitted to associate with Protestants. He 
asked the child if she could read. She burst into tears and 
said. ‘* Oh! if they would only let me come here to 
your Sunday School, I should soon learn but they tell 
me’that I elready know too much.” The pastor’s 
interest was further excited by learning that what little 
she knew of the difierence between the religion of 
two churches was picked up by. an accident, and by 
stealthy conversations with the converts of the neigh- 
borhood. 

After his short interview with the poor girl, he re- 
mained sometime without hearing anything more of 
her. In the interval she was deprived of al! regular 
means of improvement, but her zeal made her find 
out a very ingenious expedient. She often kept her 
flock near a very rocky path which descended to the 
valley of Fresseniere, and when she saw a peasent 
pass, she would accost him in her pathos, and ask, 
“* Where do you come from?” If he named a Cath- 
olic village, she said no more, and let him pass on. 
If he came from a Protestant hamlet, she approach- 
ed him, and put questions to him,t and if she display- 
ed any zeal, and knowledge of the gospel, she would 
keep him as long as he would good-naturedly remain 
and treasure up all she heard from his lips, At other 
times she would make friends with Protestant children 
who were watching their sheep or goats near her, and 
would beg them to bring their Testaments, and read 
and translate toher. This went on until she saw that 
she was watched by some of the Roman Catholices, 
and was obliged to be more cautious. During the 
long and rigorous winter, which followed after Neff 
first saw her, the mountains were buried in snow, and 
the people and the people could not go out of their 
villages, therefore Mariette had no intercourse with 
those whose conversation she so much desired to cul- 
tivate. Notwithstanding, her faith was strenghtened 
and her mind enlightened, and on the return of spring 
she positively refused to go to mass. In vain they 
attempted to force her by ill-usage. Her father was 
then appealed to, and first tried rigorous means, and 
then persuasion, to engage her to declare from 
whence she obtained what he called “these new 
ideas.” She persisted in declaring that God alone 
had first put these things in her heart, and expressed 
herself with so much meekness and solemnity, in ex- 
planation of the motives by which she was actuated, 
that her father felt constrained to — those who ur- 
ged him to exert his authority, * Who am I, to op- 
pose myself to God?” But he left her still under 
the care of her grandfather and grandmother, who 
continued to ill-treat her, although without suc- 


cess. 
The pastor shall now tell the continuation of the 
himself. ‘* Sometime after I had learned all 
these particulars, 1 was going to Palons, accompani- 


ed by a young man, and Madeleine Pellegrine, a 
most homble and zealous desciple of Jesus Christ. 


Whilst stopping near the bridge and cascade of 
Rimases, which precipitates itself into a deep abyss 
we saw a floek of lambs, which appeared to be hast- 
ily driven towards us by a young shepherdess. It 
was Mariette, who had recognized us from a distan- 
ce, and who ran np to us breathless with joy, She 
expressed, in language which it is impossible to 
describe, how y she was at meeting me. I re- 
quested Madeleine to watch the flock while I conver- 
sed with Mariette. She thanked me with affection- 
ate earnestness for the visit I had made to her father 
in her behalf. She spoke of what she bad suffered 
for the gospel, in a manner so Christian and so touch- 
ing, that 1 could hardly believe my ears, knowing 
that the poor child did not know even the letters of 
the alphabet. ‘It is this,’ said she, ‘ that gives mo 
pain ; the evil spirit tempts mé, by insinuating that I 
resist in vain, and that I am too young and feeble to 
persevere : but when I suffer most, then the good God 
supports me, and I fear nothing. They want me te 
make the sign of the cross ; they wis to drag me to 
mass, and because I refuse they beat me ; and when 
they have beaten me for the name of Jesus Christ, 
and see that I do not cry, but rejoice in his name, 
then they become furious, and beat me still more ; but 
were they to kill me, I would not cry, since the good 
God strengthens me. Sheuttered many things equal 
ly affecting, When she left me she went to join an- 
other young shepherdess, a ‘Protestant, with whom 
she oftentimes kept her flock, and who attended the 
Sunday School for both of them—for she repeated 
to Marietie verses from the Psalms, and 

from the New Testament, which she had learnt 
there. A short time afterwards, I held a social meet- 
ing near Punayer, which Mariette attended ; it was 
the first time she bad ever been present at Protestant 
worship. She blessed God, who had inspired her 
with the courage to do so, and appeared most atten- 
tive to the sermon and prayers, which were in French 
though probably she was unable to comprehend more 
than a small part of the service, not understanding 
any language but the mountain patois. Not dari 
to return to Punayer, after this, she went to her fath- 
er, and confessed to him all that had occurred: he 
received her kindly, and took her back to her grand- 
father, and grandmother, and strenuously forbade 
them to ill-treat her for her religious opinions. This 
was something gained, but not sufficient for her ; she 
earnestly entreated him to allow her to attend the 
public worship ; her constant prayer during the week 
was that God would dispose her father to grant her 
permission. Her prayers were heard and the Sun- 
day following, we had the joy of seeing her come to 
our temple at Violins, a long way from home. She 
was received with every demonstration of joy, and a 
poor man of Minsas, who had married an aunt of hers 
promised to take her to his own house if they would 
trust her with him, during the winter, and that he 
would.there teach her to read, and instruct her more 
perfectly_in the truths of the gospel.” 

Mariette’s perseverance triumphed over the pre-. 
judices of her family. She was permitted to receive 
instruction, and te attend the public services of the 
Protestant church, and her singular ‘history having 
reached the ears of some friends at Mens, they beg- 
ged her father to be allowed to take charge of her 





and her education was conducted under auspiceswhich 
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ive us every reason to believe, that she is now a 

t ornament of the community whose faith she 

thus embraced from the strongest conviction of its pu- 
rity — Memoir of Feliz Nef 
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NEW HAVEN, 


[For the Religious Intelligencer. ] 
TEMPERANC®..—No. L. 

Mr. Whiting—It must be gratiying to the friends ef Tem- 
perance, to witness the progress v hich the cause is making in 
ont conatry as well as in other parts of the world. To know 
that snch a mighty evil, as that of intemperance ‘is being re- 
moved from. the, earth—rthat the woe and ills which have ever 
been its legitimate product are constantly diminishing—-that 
new friends are daily rising up to aid the glorious work of re- 
form—and more than all, that God, by his continued blessing 
wpon these philanthropic efforts, is sealing the cause with His 
divine approbatiop. To know all these things must indeed be 
highly gratifying ; but is there not some cause for regret and 
self reproach on the. part of the professed friends of Temper- 
ance Reform? Doubijess there is, and I apprehend that 
much, cause for such feelings exists in our own community. At 
the time when the subject first attsacted the attention of our 
citizens, some very commendable efforts were made for its ad- 
vancement. Public meetings were convened, addresses made, 
and societies. formed. It ought however to be observed, that 
antecedent to. any general effort on the part of the citizens at 
large,‘ The Young Men’s Temperance Swciety"” was organ- 
ized, and that, although, their, earliest efforts were faint and 
but partially sugcessful, still to them belong the credit of the 
first systematic effort which was made iu this city, for the pro- 
motion of the cause. And it was not until a considerable 
lapse of time subsequent to the organization of the Young Men's 
Society, that any general interest was manifested upon the sub- 
ject. The time however did come for a more extensive effort 
and notwithstanding the apathy which was manifested by 
many from whom we had a right to expect better things, still a 
“ City Society” was formed, and a very thorough application 
was made to the citizens for their signatures, which resulted in 
the accession of something like four hundred members. Thus 
fay was well; but what has been accomplished for the cause 
since 7 the city sqeiety from that time to the present, with but 
very, few exceptions haye. done nothing, and-at the present 
time it is not known that they are doing any thing to advance 
the canse. They have, I believe, a President, a Secretary, and 
aStanding, or rather a sleeping, Committe ; [ cannot learn 
that they have any meetings, that they send delegates te-the 
monthly meetings of the county society, or in a word, that they 
are doing any thing, except perhaps.a chilling influence over 
ethers by their seeming indifference. The tsuth is, we as a 
community are crimjnally negligent of this good cause, and if 
any thing is doing at preesnt, it is confined tothe Young Men's 
Society, whe, B believe, have of late manifested seme new 
zeal on the subject, although it is.not apprehended that their 
zeal will be sufficiegt to “ eatthem up” at-present. But what 
can be done? ‘Phe evil is not yet removed; the distillery and 
the grog shop are still sending out their pestilential influences 
over the fair heritage of our fathers, and unjess the public mind 
is again aroused, we may experience still greater miseries from 
this evil, than any which have yet befallen us. Why not call 
public meeiings, appeal to the citizena, again and again exhibit 





the evils an they still exist—apply again to the whale people for | CBt 80d 


signatuyes, and no dpubt the number of those already pledged 
to‘gntal abstinence” may he greatly augmented. Let prepa- 
vations be speedily made tp unite in the simyltanious meetipgs 
proposed to be held ig February next. Let delegates be regu- 





larly appointed to attend the county meetings, and in a word, 
let every effort be made to revive the sleeping energies of the 
friends of the cause, and also to convict and convert their en- 
ewmies into friends. The cause is good and commends itself to 
all of every sex, age, persuasion, and condition. The evib 
against which we are contending is a great and powerful one ; 
it operates alike upon the happinessend peace of all, and up- 
on the interest too of all, except perhaps the manafacturer and 
the dealer ; they indeed are feeding upon the misery of their 
fellow men.. They are constantly making gain out of a traffic 
which more than any thing besides, is contributing to people 
this world with miserable out casts, and the world of woe with 
myriads of unhappy souls. Oh! why is it thas! could they 
but hear for a moment the united cries of despairing souls in 
the agonies of the pit, and the lamentations of living victims 
of intemperanee, and ypeffect that Vey have been instrumental 
in producing all this woe, methinks they conld not but desist 
and wash their hands from this polluting waffic. It ia passing 
strange that any in this day of light, claiming friendship to God 
or man, sheuld continue this unholy business. The laws of 
the land have long since recognized the selling of spirits as 
one of the greatest evils in civil society, and have censeqnente 
ly endeavored by salutary prohibitions, to restrain. the sale and 
thereby, in part at least, prevent the evil. But laws on this 
subject are disregarded. Men who pretend, to he decent are 
constantly Jendjng the influence of their example to prevenz 
their operation, and it is no.thanks to them if drunkenness is 
not gaining upon us with all; its horrid consequences. Let 
those thea, who are thus distributing poison through the con, 
munity, take to themselves the comfortable reflection, that 
(with regard to mavy of them) they are also despisers of the 
law, and constantly counteracting their wholesome tendency 
by criminal vielations. Why then, under all these circumstan- 
cea, should not the friends of the temperance reform he up and 
doing? Why shall we not oppose with all our energies the 
torrent that is stil] rolling desolation and death over the land— 
drying up every avenne to the warm and kindly feelings of the- 
heart-—blighting the fon: Lopes of parents and friends, andi 
sending up to heaven the cries of the distressed, vicious, and: 
the ruined. Let us not flat-er ourselves the work is done—far 
from it. It is but afew days since A Prorgsson or Retieton 
was heard exulting over the amount of rum soldin a day! eve. 
ry day bears testimony tothe feagfnl truth, that the evil is still 
in our midst. Ot then, let us be awake-to onr duty, and suf- 
fer no opp rtunity to pass by unheeded, of which we may avait 
ourselves, to promote the cause. Let our fiends in every 
place, ply every energy, remembering the great maxim, that 
“union is strength,” and we may yet hope that even in our 
day, the hydra ter will t stripped of his power, and 
we and our children, and every succeeding generation share 
in the blessings of eo glorious a victory, and by our influenee 
kindle in other climes the same philanthgopic light, the rays of 
which shall continue to extend, until the.whole world (so far as 
the evil has extended) shall become enveleped in its brightness 
and redeemed by its power. L. B. 8. 


oe 


Tae Gronoms Paxitextiary.—-A lettcr before us ftom. hes 
gentleman who lately visited the G Penitentiary, says.: 

“ We found the prisoners [missionaries soe] eppeseees Sane in good 
spirits, and Dr. Butler im excellent health. Mr. W 
had been sick with ague and fever for ubout two weeks, but 
wasso much hetter that he had been laboring the day on whieh 
we left Milledgeville. The situation of the prisoners, and of 
our brethren in particular, was much more comfortable than T 
had anticipated. Their Loses W. and B's) clothing was de- 
for what ¥ exw, their food 
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[For the Religious Intelligencer. } 
TO THE PASTORS AND MEMBERS OF EVANGEL- 
ICAL CHURCHES. 

The undersigned, in obedience to the call of a respectable | 
meeting of clergymen and laymen, held in the city of New- 
York Dec. 10, take the liberty of addressing you in behalf of | 
that portion of our population whg may be benefited by Chris- 
tian effort, in connexion with the Systematic Monthly Tract Dis- | 
tribution. 

The brevity of this document does not permit us, even were 
it practicable, to show with statistical accuracy what portion of | 
the inhabitants of our country are deprived, or deprive thew- 
selves of the stated means of grace. It has been estimated at 
from four te five millions, or from one third to one half of our 
entire population. That it ie alarmingly great is best known 
to those who have the best means of information; that, inclu- 
ding the ceaseless tide of emigration, the ratio of its increase 
is greater than of all evangelical exertions, is general agreed ; 
that it is such as to claim the compassion, and the united and 
noblest efforts of the followers of Christ, can be questioned by 
none. 

We rejoice i. the privilege of laboring, as in our power, for 
the raising up, and establishment, every where, of the commis- 
sioned Ministry ; for placing the Bible in every family, and 
bringing all the young under the dehghtful influence of the 
Sabbath school : but there is manifestly required a super added 
means, whereby the truths of the Gospel shall be brought more 
directly into contact with multitudes of minds, and reiterated 
and urged upon their attention by the living Christian. There 
are few faithful ministers who do not feel that the claims of 
their own congregations, and of the churches, upou them, are 
all they can adequately sustain, or who do not recognise the 
necessity that private Christians should go out and Jubor to 
bring those who are far from God under the sound of the Gos- 
pel. The value of the Bible is increased just in proportion as 
those who have it can be induced to search its sucred contents, 
The Sabbath school finds its most efficient coadjutors in those 
Christians who explore the adjacent neighborhoods—bring in 
the children who have been overlooked, and exert a religious 
imfluence upon their parents. The Gospel message on the pa- 
ges of a Tract, so like the form in which the sacred oracles 
were originally given, derives equal aid on its errand from be- 
ing commended to the atiention by Christian kindness ; nor is 
there ane of all the departments of benevolence whose effi- 
ciency may not be almost indefinitely increased by the same 
instrumentality. 

Such Christian labors are now drawn forth extensively in 
counection with the systematic Monthly Tract Distribution, 
and such are the results already witnessed, aud so important 
the bearings for the extension of the cause of the Redeemer, 
that we feel that every effort should be made to bring it before 
the churches in its true light, and secure to it the wisest possi- 
ble direction and the utmost efficieacy, 

& The plan is founded on the great principle recognized in our | ° 
Lord’s instruction to the seventy, that the Gospel is to be rxs- 
DERED 10 ALL, while with each individual rests the responsibility 
of receiving or rejecting it. It contemplates dividing our popu- 
lation into districts of from twenty to thirty or forty families 
each—excluding none, that none may be overlooked, and that 
no invidious diatinctions may be made—and so far as Chris- 
tiang, whether male or female, can be found qualified for the 
service, and with a heart to engage, assigning to each a district 

to their own character and qualifications. Each Chris. 


of trath, but as an introduction to all other endeavors for the 
highest temporal and eternal good of the people, which he may 

have the heart and the ability to bestow. He may induce me- 
| my to the reading of the Scriptures, to an attendance en public 
worship, and on Sabbath, Infant, and other schools: he may 
make known the Saviour to those who are far from him, and 
| where he finds the Spirit of God going before him, and with 
‘him, may give exercise to all those outgoings of the heart 
|for the undying soul, which God is accustomed to bless in its 


salvation. 


How favorahle are such opportunities for winning souls to 
Christ, is best known to those who have most frequently enjoy- 
ed and best improved them. Were every minister and every 
Christian a personal actor in these labors, there would be no need 
of argcment to show their importance. Ministers would com- 
mend the duty to the officers and members of the churches, as 
“ their helpers in Christ Jesus,” and Christians would vie with 
each other in the -heavenly contest for the privilege of thus la- 
boring to “turn many to righteousness,” that they might shine 
above “ the avightucis of the firmanent,” even “as the stars 
for ever and ever.’ 

That Christians of maturity and growth in piety, should conse- 
crate themselces to this duty, is the grand point to be secured. Itis 
a daty that demands, not only love to the souls of men, but the 
exercise of sound discretion and that wisdom that cometh from 
above, in adapting efforts to all the variety of character that 
may be met. Some will be found%decidedly hostile to the Gos- 
pel, whom, unless their prejudices can be kindly disarmed, the 
distributor can scarcely hope to benefit. Others there may be, 
who, though willing to hear the Gospel from a favorite preach- 
er, expect little good to be derived to themselves from kindred 
truths, perhaps still more ably and forcibly presented on the 
pages of a Tract, or from the conversation of a humble Chris- 
tian; who yet, if properly approached, will be gratified that 
such means should be enjoyed by their children or domestics. 
Others will be found so ignorant that the Tract must be read 
to them by the distributor, and the simplest truths of the Gos- 
pel explained and urged upon their attention. Others will be 
found ready to give both the Tract and the distributor a cordial 
reception, and to hear whatever may be communicated con- 
cerning the way of salvation ; and some, if he is faithful, may 
be expected to give earnest heed to his entreaties, request him 
to pray for them and with them, and, under the blessing of the 
Holy Spirit, surrender their hearts to the Redeemer. To all 
these various classes, the distributor, making known distinetly 
the benevolent character of his mission, and exemplifying the 
spirit of that Saviour whose messages he proffers, may hope, 
at least in some degree, to be rendered useful ; but it is from 
the latier class that the most precious fruits are reaped. With 
such he should continue his endeavors, and renew them from 
day to day as they may seem to be useful, till impressions are 
made which he may hope will never be effaced. To the deci- 
dedly Christian families in his district he will look for sympa- 
thy and encouragement iv his work ; for aid in prayer meet- 
ings, should he establish them ; in fitting destitute children for 
the Sabbath school, and Gasthesing in every other way his be- 
nevolent designs. 

In speaking of the usefulness of this department of benev- 
olence, we are sustained by resuks already witnessed, of the 
most cheering character At the meeting in which the duty of 
preparing this document was assigned us, it was stated by the 

espected President of the Board of the New York City Tract 
Society, that so animating were the facts monthly communica- 
ted, it renderei their stated meetings scarcely less interesting 


. of . : ~ 
tian thus engaged bas a definite field of labor, to which he owes than a public anniversary. There have been reported to that 


peculiar obligations, and in which he has solemn and 
ble duties to perform. He is furnished with the monthly Tract, 
to be presented prayerfully and affectionately, where he ascer- 


Board more than 200 conversions, resu'ting apparently fom 


this éystem of effort ; besides 3,596 families found destitute of 





a eaianienae dated tet sell | 


the Bible, and 2,345 children gathered into Sabbeth and Infant 
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schools. The facts communicated at the meeting by gentlemen 
personally engaged in this work, were sufficient to convince 
the most sceptical, and rouse the most inert. One Superin- 
tendent stated, among otber facts, that a woman residing in a 
chamber, who had never conversed with a minister, on hearing 
the distributer’s voice below, called to her to come and talk to 
her about her soul, and she has since found peace in believing. 
“None,” said he, “ gain so near a place in the affections and 
confidence of the people as the Tract distributer.” Another 
tendered thanks to all who had contributed to this object, for the 
privilege. of Jaboring. If the most capable Christians, said he, 
but knew the blessedness of this work, they could not consent 
to sit still and Jeave it to others. A few months since he saw 
an aged female admitted to the church, of whom the pastor 
said to the congregation that she bad lived threescore and ten 
yearain sin before she was found by the Tract distributer, 
whose labors were blessed in bringing her to the Saviour.— 
Another gentleman narrated, in detail, the results of his labors 
during the present year in seven houses, containing twenty 
families, in a poor alley, some of whom, at one season, he vis- 
ited daily for religious conversation, prayer and praise. Eight 
of them had since publicly professed Christ, and three were 
now ineternity ; but the deportment and conversarion of one 
while on the bed of death, were blessed in awakening his phy- 
sician, who has also united with the church. 

Such results as these have been chiefly realized where the 
distributers have made particular individuals the special objects 
of their prayers, and their rencwed and persevering labors. And 
were qualified distributers thus engaged throughout all our 
population, in districts no larger than they can faithfully occu- 
py, and should one soul out of every twenty families be brought 
to repentance through their endeavors within one year, the re. 
sult would be the accession in the city of New York alone, of 
1800 souls to the number of Christ's followers, and in our coan- 
try more than 100,000. 

We shaink from the idea of contrasting with such labors 
and such glorious results, the heartless round, by which a pro- 
fessed Christian may proceed from door to door, leaving a Tract 
at each, like a newspaper's boy, and ignorant alike of the moral 
wants and wishes of the inhabitants, and whether the Tract he 
depositson their premises is valued or destroyed. True it is 
scattering seed at random, which may spring up and bear 
fruit, but the pruspect, compared with that in the efforts just 
described, is almost indefinitely swall. It is manifestly of the 
utmost importance that no distributer’s district be larger 
than he can thoroughly occupy; and whether regard be 
had to the expense, or to the ultimate influence of this work, 
it is believed the principle is worthy of strict and universal 
adoption, to present “no Tract except where such conversa- 
tion shall have been had with some member of the family, a 
to afford satisfactory evidence that i will be kindly received and 
read.” 

As so much depends upon the spirit and fidelity of distribu- 
tors, we cannot with sufficient earnestness recommend their 
frequently meeting for prayer and mutual aid and encourage- 
ment; and we are glad ta notice that in many places the last 
Monday evening in eyery month is set apart as the Tract Dis- 
tributor's Concert of Prayer. 

We derive irresistible arguments for this system of effort 
from the unquestioned facts, that God has devolved upon his 
churches the solemn obligation to convey his Gospel to all— 
that the members, as well as the ministers of the churches, are 
bound to share in the holy enterprise—that, though God blesses 

ia truth on the printed page as well as from the mouth of the 
preacher, yet it is far more likely to be brought into con, 
a mind when urged upon the attention by Christian 
‘kindness and without the performance of this 
duty-by private Christians, the Gospel, unless great and un- 
looked for accessions are made to the Ministry, cannot be car- 





ried to our entire population—that God has bles blessed this s system 
of effort wherever taithfully performed, no less to the laborers 
themselves than those for whom they haye labored—and, to 
crown all, that where his Holy Spirit is largely poured upon 
Christians it almost universally inclines and sweetly constrains 
them to enter with ardor, und zeal, and love on this very class 
of labors. Ministers do not then forget to incite their people 
to labor for the impenitent around them, or to pray, in private 
and in public, that God will give them success. ‘The members 
of the charch best qualified do not then refer this duty to others. 
Those who Jove Zion do not then make their pecuniary contri- 
butions an excuse for omitting personal exertions. The duty 
and the blessedness of laboring to pluck sinners as brands from 
the burning is then seen and felt; and a constiousness that the 
heart is not prepared for the service bat drives the Christian to 
the throne of grace, whence he proceeds to duty, and there re- 
news his strength. 

We appeal, then, to the Pastors of the churches to weigh well 
the importance and bearings of this system of effort; spread 
it before their people ; with them commend it to God in their 
prayers; call forth the efforts of those who are qualified for the 
service, and aid them by their counsel and co-operation. 

We appeal to those who have made advances in the Christian 
life, and who ure in some degree quulified for this service, them- 
selves to engage in it, and as God has had mercy upon them, to 
labor for the salvation of others. 

We appeal io all the followers of Christ to aid those engaged 
in this work, by assembling with them, when they meet to re- 
count God's dealings, and pray for his blessing; by accompa- 
nying them, as may be desired, to the abode of the anxious sin- 
ner, or of the new-born soul; by cheering and encouraging 
them when permitted to receive them under their own roof, 
and improving their visits for the spiritual benefit of them- 
selves, their children, or domestics; to do what in them lies, 
to have the work efficiently and wisely conducted, and to ene- 
tain it by their contributions. 

We appeal to those of our fellow citizens to whom God has 
imparted wealth, and standing, and influence in this great and 
free community, in which the laws by which they and their ehil- 
dren shall be governed are enacted ay the populur voice, to 
countenance and aid these benevolent endeavors to diffuse 
every where the light of the Gopel, and promote that only 
sound morality which it inculcates. We have no sectariun 
design. Every Tract we circulate has received the upproba- 
tion of the committee of the Am. Tract Society, consisting of 
members of five religious denominations, and is supposed to 
commend itself to all Evangelical Christians. 

We appeal to the ablest writers of our country, oppressed as 
many of thew are with other labors, to prepare those short, 
attractive, and instructive Tracts, which are adapted for gene- 
ral circulation, and which will add new interest to this system 
of effort, and occasion more glorious results. 

We appeal to the Female followers of the Redeemer—l\ast at 
the cross and first at the sepuleher—who owe to the Gospel the 
respect and kindness every where awarded them, and their 
easy access to the heart on errands of Christian benevolence, 
for their co-operation in this work, and their influence to be 
exerted jn its behalf 

We appeal to every Christian engaged as a distributer, to con- 
sider the responsibility and delicacy of this service—to go to:it, 
not as a task but a delightful privilege, in dependence on God, 
and with prayer and strong confidence in him, expecting the 
conversion of souls, and persevering in all proper means:for 
their salvation—to adapt his efforts to the character of those 
among whom he labors, considering that they are responsible 
to God only for the reception or rejection of the message he 
proffers—to have the law of kindness written on his heart and 
on his lips, avoiding all controversy, and “ giving no offence in 
any thing,” that the Gospel “ be not blamed”—to remember 
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that the Tracts committed to him are purchased by the sacred 
fands of the benevolent, and may not be bestowed except 
where he has evidence that they will be kindly received and 
read—to continue his labors in the same district, that he may 
be as a friend and not a stranger—to take with him a Christian 
companion where it shall be found practicable—to attend the 
meetings where information may be gained, and his heart be 
warmed and encouraged—andj with an eye single to the glory 
of Christ in the salvation of souls, act for the judgment day, 
and for eternity. 

We appeal to all who desire the coming and kingdom of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, for their countenance, their pecuniary and 
personal co-operation, and that they will unite in our prayers 
to God, that he will save his churches from the guilt of neg. 
lecting the souls;perishing in our own land, and hasten the 
day when “ they shall teach no more every man his neighbor, 
and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord; for they 
shall all know him from the least unto the greatest ; and God 
shall forgive, their iniquity and remember their sin no more.” 

Zecnarian Lewis, ) 
8. Wiper, 

Jonus Sreanvs, 

Arruor Tarray, 

Moses Aten, 

Timorny R. Atter, 
Manrisus Witterr, 
Wun A. Hatirock, ; 
Goruam D. Aszorrt, 


> Committee. 





From the New York Evangelist. 


VALUE OF INFIDELITY AS A REFORMING 
7 PRINCIPLE. 


Continued from page 434. 


There isa striking difference, in many particulars 
between the istian reformation, and all the other 


attempts to amend mankind. One of these peculiari- 


ties is suggested by the fullowing paragraph from Rob- 
ert Dale Owen’s letter, dated Paris, August 17th, 1832, 
in which be announces his retirement from the Free 
Enquirer. 

“T have already said that my sister editor's state of 
health forbids any calculation on her weekly labors.— 
My own health is good; but after four years of public 
service, I feel myself called upon to give my time, for 
a season to private business. It is, perhaps, alinost as 
essential to public usefulness, as to private peace of 
mind, that one should be secure in a pecuniary inde- 
pendence, however small; and this is especially ueces 
sary in the case of a heretic. The portion of proper- 
ty which I own in Indiana is sufficient (with my hab- 
its) to secure me an independence, while I attend to it 
inyself; insufficient, if I neglect it. Its value depends, 
in a great measure, on the prosperity or non-prosperi- 
ty of the town and surrounding lands, of which it forms 
a small part.” 


When Jesus Christ formed his plan, which has now 
been in a course of accomplishment far eighteen cen- 
turies, for the reformation of mankind, he was a poor 
man, the son of a carpenter; and “had not where to 
Jay his head.” At the age of about thirty, he com- 
menced his public labors by devoting himself entirely 
(© his work, and looking to his work for subsistence. 
He selected, mostly from the “ working men,” a num- 
ber of assistants, and requir€d them not to make them- 
selves “secure in a pecuniary independence, however 
email,” but to “leave all and follow him.” And for 
their subsistence they are to rely, first upon the provi- 
dence and the promise of the unseen God, which was 

act of faith ; and secondly, on the justice and liber- 
ality of those among whom they should labor to do 
.. “For the laborer is worthy of his meat.” By 
electing the body of his agents from among the 
eommon people he secured many advantages. y 





were more industrious, their support was jess burden” 
some than if they bad been taken chiefly from. the 
tich, and it was less of a hardship to them to suffer she 
occasiodal privations which were incident to such a 
life, where sometimes they would be likely to get bet 
a scanty subsistence. He thus also established a bond 
of sympathy between the teachers and the taught, for 
which there can be no substitute. The preachers of 
Christianity were to labor faithfully to impart moral 
benefits to the people, and in return were confidingly 
to throw themselves upon the people for support. Of 
course the people would feel it but an act of common 
justice to support them, as long as they were satisfied 
the preachers were honestly and diligently laboring to 
do them good. Thus the whole connection was that 
of mmual confidence, and a mutual confidence which 
could not have existed on either side without a con- 
sciousness of integrity. ‘The manner in whieh preach- 
ers are suppérted, in the pure state of the church, is of 
itself a conclusive proof of the truth of Christianity. 
The first preachers would not have abandoned the 
course of productive industry in which Christ found 
them engaged, and thrown themselves upon the confi- 
dence of the people for subsistence, unless they had 
been conscious of an honesty which deservedhat eon- 
fidence, and which would continue to deserve it.— 
There is vet a more conclusive proof of the existence 
of sinister motives in a body of ministers, than when, 
having obtained a temporary confidence, they seek to 
use that in such a way, as to relieve themselves and 
their successors from dependence on the people in 
time to come. In this way the church was corrupted 
in early times; by the property which had accumula- 
ted, and which rendered the ministry in a measure in- 
dependent of the people. There can be no doubt, that 
similar circumstances have an equally corrupting ten- 
dency now. And the reason why property at the dis- 
posal of the ministry, or pledged for the support of the 
minjstry, independent of the people, has not gone far- 
ther in corrupting religion in this country is, that there 
is not enough of it, and that the freedom and intelli- 
gence here enjoyed have thus far proved sufficient 10 
keep the evil within some bounds. And now the mat- 
ter is becoming so well understood, that we apprehend 
very little more will ever be allowed to accumulate in 
this way. The Christian reformation disowns the prin 
ciple of placing its agents “secure in a personal inde- 
pendence, however small.” The deviations of some 
of these agents are of course not to be charged upon 
the system. And the more the spirit of Christianity 
prevails, the less we shall see of this accumulation.— 
Robert Dale Owen will doubtless be surprised to learn, 
what is however an undoubted fact, that not withstand- 
ing the increasing sums that are yearly collected for 
the purpose of promoting Christianity, the atnount se- 
questered from present use, and laid aside for futarity, 
is vastly less than it was formerly. We venture the 
assertion, that of the vast sums which have been col- 
lected in this country, during the year 1832, in various 
ways, and by all Christian denominations, for the edu- 
cation and support of ministers, agents, missionaries, 
&c. ninety-nine hundredths have been already expand- 
ed, leaving this immense host of laborers, with their 
families, just as dependent on the people as they were 
last January. 

If Robert Dale Owen then shall adopt our proposal, 
and commence his labors as a reformer anew, u 
— Faun BIBLE 18 ——_ he must ndon 
this idea o t securing himsel hd ie inde- 

ndence. He must give bimself to this work Took 

r nothing but a support, and trusting in God and his 
people for that. And we can aseure hit there are those, 
te — from — me pre of or 

great Unseen, a of “ private peace of mind,” 
whith in this world Sf broken banks and insolvent 
debtors, disputed land titles, and accidents by flood 
and fire, can never be rationally derived from any “pe- 
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cup independence” whatever, whether great or 
semall.” ‘Thers are those who feel far more = rm and 
joy more solid certainty of future provisicn, from the 
i promise recorded in Matt. vi. 33, than they would 
if they had in actual ession the whole inheritance 
that has arisen from David Dale’s indusiry and finan- 
cial wisdom. 
Infidelity never can be efficacious asa reforming 
winciple, until it can employ a class of men as agents 
iw carrying forward the refurm, who will devote them- 
selves exclusively to the work, and who will depend 
for their support upon the liberality or justice of their 
followers. And it cannot do this, until it shall show 
itself of producing, both among leaders and 
followers, a sufficient degree of honesty aud of benev- 
olence, to warrant this mutual confidence. It is one of 
the soundest maxims of wisdom, that if business is to 
be dene, there must be somebody whose business it is 
to do it. Christianity avails itself of this inaxim, and 
cap extend the application of it indefinitely, by the 
mutual lence with which it inspires its followers. 
We need hardly ask Frances Wright, and Robert Dale 
Owen, and Amos Gilbert, whether they have ever 
found, among the 20,000 infidels of New York, enough 
of those qualities which inspire confidence, so that 
they are now willing to come here and Jabor as public 
teachers, and look solely to their hearers for support. 
The quotation with whieh we commenced, gives the 
answer. How then ean infidelity reform the world ? 
Is it philosophical or rational, for Robert Dale Owen 
to cherish longer a mode of doing good by whieh all 
experience shows that nothing can be accomplished? 
Or will he now yield to conviction, and henceforth In- 
bor to do good in his generation, in a way by whieh 
experiment has equally shown that much may be done? 
If he, and those other publie spirited persons who have 
hitherto slightly esteemed religion as a means of mo- 
ral improvement, continue thusto set at nauglit the 
results of experience, we leave it to public sentiment 
and to their own consciences, to say whether the true 
reason of their rejecting Christianity does not lie in 
the purity of religion itself, and because they feel that 
they shall not be likely to live.as it requires 2? And how 
can they ask the confidence of the public, while thus 
showing that they do not possess their own ? 
[To be Continued.) 


THE COLONIZATION SYSTEM. 


To the Hon. Avexanpen H. Evenerr and the Rev. 
Leonarp Bacoy. 

When, in a recent conversation held with you, gen- 
tlemen, on the important subject of African Coloniza- 
tion, the course which the ol States ouglit to 
pursue in this matter was freely discussed, it occurred 
to me that it might not be amiss to suggest some tho’ts 
through the press, which should at least assist in furm- 
ing the public judgment. I have taken the ae 9 of 
edaccodag you on the j as well because | have 
the happiness of your personal friendship, as because 
the American Colonization Society numbers you among 
its distiugui and ardent friends. 

' It may seem strange that a society, which has for six- 
teen years been steadily entrenching itself in publie 
sentiment, and dispensing its beneficent influences to 

continers, should at this late hour meet with 
new objections in this region, where we should suppose, 
its principles would be ehesished by the descendants of 
the pilgrims to the last breath of their political exist- 
ence. Where honest minds doubt, or object, those 
doubts or objections must arise from miscouception of 
the principles and tendency of the Colonization Socie- 
ty. So far as the society is distrusted, it will not of 
course meet with support. It will fail of the patronage 
and prayers of those who are of opinion it is 4 perni- 


institution. 
Jf, however, the sentiment shall become strong and 





universal, that the plans and principles of the society 
are, on the whole, the best hitherto devised ; if the ma- 
chinery works well; if the tendency be io create and 
extend the spirit of emancipation; if, though it inay 
not accomplish all we could ardently wish, it does ac- 
complish as much as we can reasonably expect, then 
why should it not be supported heart and hand by eve- 
ry American ? 

The whole subject of slavery is invested with most 
appalling difficuliies. If there be a question connected 
with the institutions and policy of our country, para- 
mount to this in importance ; if there be one, requiri 
in its treatment more profound wisdoim and enlar 
experience, I know not what thatone is. It has agita- 
ted the minds cf the great and the good, the thought- 
ful and benevolent, in every sphere of public duty and 
of private influence. The North and the South have 
their peculiar relations to it, and their appropriate obli- 
gations arising out of. those relations. it must be re- 
collected that eleven out of the twenty-four states hold 
slaves—that this tenure is recognized by the Coustitu- 
tion* of our country; sustained by the laws of the 
slave holding states; acknowledged by judicial decis- 
ions in the free states, and practically admitted by the 
legislation of Congress. 

It will be seen at once, therefore, that the relative po- 
sition of the northern states to the slave syste: is es- 
sentially different from that of the ‘kingdom of Great 
Britain to the same system, as it exists in her colonial 
dependeneies. 

n proportion to this difference are the delicacy and 
difficulty of approaching the subject, and of attaining 
the object—ubiversal emancipation—which, without. 
doubt, ithe great majority of this nation most earnestly 
desires. Nothing can be safer than for British philan- 
thropists at the safe distance of some thousands of miles 
to reason and theorize, and denounce the guility colo- 
nists ; nothing more secure than for British legislato 
in the parliament house to cut up the systém which h 
fed their commerce and fastened their citizens. ko all 
these measures, which, so. far as they are just, TF fervent- 
ly pray may be eonducted to a triumphant issue, the 
kingdom of Great Britain will encounter about as much 
danger as the earth does under the explosion of a piece 
of ordnance. I cannot conceive that in this advanced 
state of society and of public sentiment the battle wilt 
last half so long as did that which was crowned with 
the splendid victory of the abolition of slave trade at 
the commencement of the present century. 

But if we suppose the circumstances altered ; if co- 
lonial communities, instead of existing as isolmted de- 
pendencies in a distant sea, were wrought into the ve~ 
ry texture of the kingdom itself; if the system of sla- 
very was moulded into the elements of society, and liad 
formed a radical monstrous connection with the essen- 
tial institutions of the nation; if the popular habits, 
modes of thinking, and manner of reasoning were con- 
structed in accordance with such a state of things; if, 
in fine, the people and the law had been aeceustomed 
from the foundation of the government, to contemplate 
the right of property as existing in buman beings, (a 
thing which will amaze posterity) why, what then? 
Would all this alter the eternal principle of justice ? 
No; but as certainly as the public safety is the supreme 
law, it would very much modify the action of the peo- 
ple and the government; it would restrain the precipi- 
tate; it would present a vast evil, which wise men 
would take care to reinove-by a remedy, not worse than 
the evil itself; a cancer on the body politic, not to be 
torn out by rude and unskilful means, but to be eradi- 
cated by the kind, efficient force of a master hand. 

Now what has been supposed in reference to Great 
Britain, is true in fact of our beloved country. 


* The Constitution, in settling the princi 
ashamed to utter 


tion and taxation, adds, as if 
to the free population, ‘‘ three-fifths of all other persons.” 
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ls such & constitution of slavery interwoven with her 
tivil existerrce, and that, too, through the instrumental- 
tty, or at least the co-operation of that same Great Bri- 
iain, as in the plentitude of its fearful energy, must ere 
dng furce the nation to face the crisis. In vain did 
Virginia, the leading Southern Colony, protest to his ma- 
jesty, the king, that the importation of slaves was not 
only a great inhumanity, but would “endanger the very 
existence of his Majesty's Ameriean dominions.” The 
trade continued until the Declaration of Independence, 
when Virginia and some other states prohibited it alto- 
ther. But the evil and the guilt were fastened upon 
us, und the momentous question is, what can be done ? 
It would be presumpiaous in me to attempt a satis- 
factory answer to a question, which has engaged the 
thoughts, plans and measures of the wisest anid best in 
the land ; ‘but you will allow me in any fature commu- 
nications I may make, to advert to some of the features 
in the policy of the American Colonization Society, 
an institutiun, which Iras so far commanded the confi- 
dence of the great portionof the American people, but 
which is objected to by some as inadequate to accom- 
plish the ends it proposes. That it cannot do every 
thing we wish, is readily admitied; but why give up 
this system, till a better is found ?—J. N. Dawrorru, 
Gen, Agent. Am. Col. Soc. 


FIGHTING AGAINST GOD, 
Extract from president Edwards’ work on revivals, 


Instead of coming to the help of the Lord, we shall 
actually fight against him, if we are abundant in in- 





sisting on, and setting forth the blemishes of the work 
so as to manifest that we rather choose, and are more! 
forward to take notice of what is amiss, than what is 
good and glorious in the work. Not but that the er- 
rors that are committed, ought to be observed aud la- 
mented, and a proper testimony borne against them 
and the most prebable means should be used to have 
them none but an insisting much upon them, as 
though it were a pleasing theme, or speaking of them 
with more appearance of beat of spirit, or with ridi- 
cule, or an air of contempt, than grief for them, has 
no tendency to correct the errors ; but has a tenden- 
cy to darken the glory of God’s power and grace, ap- 
pearing in the substance of the work, and to beget 
jealousies and ill theughts in the minds of others, con- 
cerning the whole of it. Whatever errors many zeal- 
ous persons have run into, yet if the work, in the sub- 
stance of it, be the work of God, then it is a joyful 
day indeed: it is so in heaven, and ought to be so 
among God's people on earth, where this glorious 
work is carried on. It is aday of great rejoicing 
with Christ himself: the good shepherd, when he finds 
his sheep that was lost, lays it on his shoulders rejoic- 
ing, and calls together his friends and neighbors, say- 
ing, rejoice with me; if we therefore are Christ's 
friends, now it would be a day of great rejoicing wiih 
us. If we viewed things in a just light, so great an 
event as the conversion of such a multitude of sin- 
ners, would draw and engage our attention much 
more than all the imprudences and irregularities, 
that have been; our hearts would be swallowed up 
with the glory of this event, and we should have no 
great disposition to attend to any thing else. The 
imprudeoces and errors of poor feeble worms, do not 
hinder or prevent great rejoicing, in the presence of 


Who loves in a day of great joy and gladness, to 
be much insisting on those things that are uncomfor- 
table 1, Would it not be very improper, on a s 
coronation day to be much in taking notice of 
blemishes of the royal family? Or would it be agree- 
able to the bridegroom, on the day of his 

the day of the — of his heart, to be much in- 
sisting on the blemishes of his bride. 


SCRIPTURE AND ae CONTRAS- 





As I understand the doctrine, universalism ey a 
language exactly the reverse of the -bible. we 
may test the correctness of this position, let us site a 
few texts of scripture, in connexion with the sentiments 
of - universalists on the same subjects, and see the 
result. 

Scripture. Having forgiven you all trespasses. Thy 
sins be forgiven thee. : 

Universalism. Every one shall receive full punish- 
ment for all his sins. 

Now itis certain, that where full punishment is ex- 
ecuted according te the strict demands of the law, there 
can be no pardon. The gospel is a system of mercy 
extending pardon to all who repent; while universa- 
lism knows no forgiveness. Where then is that won- 


| derful love of which so much is said? The punish- 


ment, however, is a triding thing according to their 
views. 

Universalism. Men receive all their punishment in 

his life; even the reveling profligate, the miser with 
his boarded millions, the prince in state, and the full fed 
drones of courts, who know neither pain nor want, and 
thus receiving punishment for sin, 

Scripture. J was envious at the foolish, when I saw 
the prosperity of the wicked; they are not in trouble 
as other men ; neither are the wicked plagued as oth- 
ermen. Their eyes stand out with fatness, they have 
more than heart could wish. ‘There was a certain rich 

wicked) man, who fared sumptuously every day.— 
There was a ceriain beggar, (righteous) full of sores, 
who desired to be fed even with crumbs. 

We have ofien seen the righteous in constant troub- 
le, and the vilest of men living in ease and earthly 
splendor, Is this their punishment? 

Scripluré. Except a man be born again, be cannot 
see the kingdem of God. Except ye be converted, ye 
shall not enter the kingdom of heaven. 

Universalism. All men, without exception shall en- 
ter into, and forever enjoy the kingdom of heaven, and 
all its blessings. All this ado about a change of heart, 
forgiveness of sins, revivals &e. is nothing but priest- 
craft, and those who say they have experienced what 
their neighbors have not, are all pbharisees, boasting of 
their great goodness, and thanking God that they are 
not like other men. 

Universalism. No man shall die in his sins, 

_ Scripture. Jesus said unto them, ye shall die in your 
sips. 
Scripture represents salvation as being conditional 
He tltat believeth and is baptized shall be saved. Come 
unto me and | will give yourest. Repent and be con- 
verted, that your sins may be blotted out.. Turn ye, 
turn ye, why will ye die? 

Universalism presents no conditions, but promises 
eternal lifeto all. The believer shall be saved, and the 
unbeliever shall not be lost. There are no conditions 
in the gospel. Salvation is secured to all, without any 
reference to their complying with any requisition what- 


ever, > 
i He that believeth not shall be damned. 





the angels of God over so many poor sinners, that 
have repented ; and it will be an argument of some- 
thing very ill in us, if they prevent our rejoicing, 


Scripture. 
He that blasphemeth against the Holy Ghost, hath ne- 
vet forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal demna- 
tion. 

Universalism. Eternal damnation is all a whim ; fu- 
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‘ure punishment is an imaginary thing, all such serip- 
tures apply to something thut bas taken place, or will 
take place in this world. 

Scripture. God hath appointed a day of juigment. 

Tt is appointed unto men once to die, and after this the 
bm cen God will bring every work into judgment. 

e must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ. 

Before hitn shall be gathered all nations. He will 
render to every man according to his deeds. 

Uuiversalism. There is no such thing asa future 
jndgment, or day of retribution; all men are judged in 
this life, and punished in this world ; the other world is 
all heaven, and all men are sure of it. There is ne 
gathering the good, and casting the bad away ; no sep- 
eration of the sheep from the goats ; no day of judg- 
ment and perdition of ungodly men; no lake of fire ; 

“no eternal damnation; these are mere scare-crows, of 
ien’s invention. 

From this representation, does it not clearly appear 
that those who preach universalism say, “thon shalt 
not surely die,” when Ged hath said “ the soul that sin- 
neth it shall die? Surely “they strengthen the hands 
of the wicked, that be should not turn from his iniqui- 
ties, by promising bim life;” and “ cry peace and safety 
when sudden destruction cometh upon them, and they | 
shall not escape.” Wo to them who “ handle the word 
of God deceitfully,” and “turn the truth of God into a | 
lie.” E. 8. 





Dr. Beecner Recervep.—At the recent meeting | 
of the presbytery of Cincinnati. 

Dr. Beecher presents a letter of Dismission and re- | 
commendation from the third presbytery of New York. 
After the motion was made for his reception, an aged 
member attempted to show the necessity of delay ; 
but not being permitted to read unoflicial papers, the 


attempt was relinquished, and Dr. B. was received | 
without a negative voice being heard. 
The moderator Dr. Wilson gave notice that he 


would protest against the decision by 
was made a constituent member of the presbytery: 


DECLENSION IN RELIGION. 


A Christian may decline far in religion, without be 
ing suspected. He may maintain appearances. Eve” 
ry thing seems to others to go on well. Hs suspects 
himself ; for it requires great labor to maintain appear- 
aces ; especially in a minister. Discerning bearers | 
will, however, often detect such declensions. He talks | 
over his old matters. He says his things in a cold and | 
unfeeling manner. He is sound, indeed, in doctrine ; 
perhaps more sound than before; for there is a great 
tendency to soundness of doctrine, when appearatices 
are tobe kept up in a declining state of the heart. 

Where a man has real grace, it may be part of a dia- 

nsation ‘toward him that he is suffered to decline. 

e walked carelessly. He was left to decline, that he 
might be brought to feel the need of vigilance. If he 
is indulging a tting sin, it mer please God so ex- 

him, especially if he isa high spirited man, that 
fe ay hang down his head as long as he lives. He 
actéd thus toward David and Hezekiah. But this is 
pulling down to build up again. 

The causes ofa decline in religion should be remar- 
ked :— 

The world has always much to do in religious declen- 
say 8 A minister is tempted, perhaps, to sacrifice eve- 
ry thing to aname. If any appetite is suffered to pre- 
vail, it will stupif the mind ; religion is an abstract and 
eley ffair ; way of life ig above the wise, to de- 
arom al beneath. Keeping on good terms with those 

p respect us, is a snare. 1 speculative turn of mind, is 

; it leads to that evil heart of unbelief which de- 
from the living God. Vain confidence thinks him- 
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self in no danger ; he knows the truth ; be can dispute 
for the truth; “ What should he fear?” Why, tbat we 
have no fear. Trifling with tonscience, is a snare ; no 
man indulges himself in any thing which his conscience 
tells him ought not to be done, but it will at length 
wear away his spirituality of mind. 

The symptoms of a religious decline are many : 

. When a minister begins to depart from God and to 
lose a spiritual mind he becomes fond sometimes of 
genteel company, who can entertain him, and who 
know how to respect his character! This genteel spi- 
rit is suspicious ; it is associated with pride, and delica- 
cy, and a love of ease; in short it is the spirit of the 
world. It is the reverse of condescending to mean 
things; it is the reverse of the Spirit of our Master. 

li is a symptom of decline, when a man will unne- 
cessarily exposé the imperfections of the religious 
world. “Such a man,” he will say, “is fond of pray- 
ing ; but he is foud of money.” This is the very op- 
posite spirit to that of St. Paul, who speaks even weep- 
ing of those who mind earthly things. 

A violent sectarian spirit is a sign of religious de- 
clension. Honest men stand firm for the vitals of re- 
ligion. If the mind were right, the circumstantials of 


religion would not be made matters of fierce contention. 


The spirit of St. Paul was of another kind. “If meat 
make my brother to offend, I will eat no meat while 
the world stendath, lest I make my brother to offend— 


| One believeth that he may eat all things; another who 


is weak, eateth herbs. Let not him that eateth, des- 
pise him that eateth not; and let not him whieh eateth 


hot, judge him that eateth,” 


Aversion from reproof marks a state of religious de- 
cline. ‘The tan cannot bear to have his state depicted 
even in the pulpit. He calls the preaching, which 
searches and detects him, Arminian and legal. Hast 
thou found me, O mineenemy ? Why should he quar- 
rel with the truth? If that truth is delivered in its just 
proportions, bis quarrel is with God? 

Stupidity woder chastisement proves a man to be un- 
der declension. He is not disposed to ask, wherefore 
dost thou contend with me? He is kicking against the 
pricks, He is stricken but bas not grieved. He is 
chastized as a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke. 

Such a man, too, has often a high mind. He is un- 
humbled—boasiing—stout-hearted. He is ready to 
censure eyery one but himself. 

Unnecessary occupation is another evidence of de- 
clension. Some men are unavoidabiy much engaged 
in the world; to sach men God will give especial 
grace, if they seek it: and they shall maintain a spirit 
of devotion evow in the bustle and occupation of their 
affairs. But some men will be rich, therefore fall 
into temptation and a snare ; they will bave shops in 
different parts of the town; they say they do not feel 
this affect their religious state; but I cannot believe 
them ; a man is declined froin God before he enters on 
such schemes ; a spiritual and devout man will gene- 
rally find the business in which he is already 
a sufficient snare. 

In short, the symptoms may be this or pao ge the 
disease is a dead palsy. “Ephraim—be bath mixed 
himself among the people ; Ephrain is a cake not tur- 
ned. Strangers bave devoured bis strength, and he 
knoweth it not ; yea, gray hairs are here and there up- 
on him and he knoweth it not.—Rev. R. Cecil. 


If between me and my friend a private thought of 
unkindness arise, 1 will presently tell it and be’ recon- 
ciled. If it be 2 I oon ike hie the better, — 1 
see his integrity ; if faulty, confession gains my Dn 
and binds me to love him; and though we should in 
the discussion jar a litle, yet will we be sure to part 
friendly, Fire almost quenched and laid abroad, dies 
presently ; but together it will burn the better. Every 
such breach as this will unite affection faster. A little 
shaking promotes the growth of a tree.—Feitham. 
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New Yorx Eptscorar Tract Socrery.—This 
society, as we learn from an article in the churchman 
has been in existence 23 years. 

During the vear 1830—31, the trustees, relying on 
the liberality of their fellow churchmen, adopted a 
number of new tracts, stereotyped 12 of their former 
ones, and printed nearly 150,000 copies, accomplish- 
ing nearly as much in that year as it had done in the 
preceding 21 years. This course involved an ex- 
penditure which the revenue of the society for that 

eur was commenced with a debt of nearly 8800.— 

he trustees made this fact known and appealed for 
aid, but appealed in vain. At the close of the year 
notwithstanding the vigorous exertions of their com- 
mittee and the suspension of the printing of tracts, 
$343 of the debt still remained unpaid. In six only 
of our churches in the city could they obtain collec- 
tions, and of the churches in the country, but one 
contributed to its funds. 

It is truly surprising that our Episcopal brethren 
should give so little encouragement to the publication 
of religious tracts. If those who uphold the Episco- 
pal society, withdraw as we believe they do mostly, 
from the support of the American society, surely they 
should not make this a reason for doing nothing. 
They are still bound to do their part, for the promo- 
tion of religion, and the salvation of the world, by the 
means of tracts. 


Tempera 


MUCH TO BE DONE. 


Boston, N. York, Philadelphia and Baltimore contain 
in ali not far from 500,000 inhabitants. Of these there 
are 6000 who are licensed tosell ardent spirit. If they 
have on an everage ten customers each per day, then 
there are 60,000 persons in those cities who are daily 
tipplers at the dram shops. And if each: of these 60,000 
spend on an average 10 cents each per day, itis $6,000 
per day, or 2,107,000 dollars per year. 

If this 50,000 drink one gill each per day, the quanti- 
ty is 1815 gallons per day, or 684,375 gallons in a single 
year. 

Again—one out of every forty of these 60,000 will 
become a drunkard in the course of one year—this will 
be 1,500 

Once more—suppose that two-thirds of these 1,500 
are men of families, and that each of these families 
consist of five persons—two-thirds of 1,500 is 1,000— 
five times ten is filty—5,000 persons who have to suffer 
all that a drunkard chooses to inflict, and bear al) the 
ills flowing from intemperance. 

Now let us pause and look at the above facts. More 
than six thousand men, merely for the sake of a little 
money, are doing—what? Perpetuating one of the 
greatest curses ever inflicted upon the human family— 

ing their proportion of a loss to the United States 
, of at least 100 millions of dollars, and send- 
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ing at least 30,000 yearly victims to an untimely grave. aged 
And they are doing this after it has been proved by | go 


the united testimony of more than one million of per- 
sons that men in every kind of business are better with- 
out ardent spirit than with it, and that it adds nothing 
to the happiness or the comfort of a single human be- 
ing. And even those who profess to be good men are 
furnishing this‘useless and positively injurious article to 
all who will buy it, and thus are aiding to perpetuate 
this ruin down to the end of time.—Temp. Ree. 


Many persons who are now engaged in the sale of 
ardent spirit, feel very uncomfortable under the con- 
sciousness that they are doing that which is not to be 


Nee Reform. — 


justified by sound argument. Ard yet they cannot de- 
cide to relinquish the traffic, either because they have 
a kind of pride in manifesting their ability to resist the 
power of truth, or because they feel uawilling to relin- 
quish a business by which they think they make large 
ains. 

2 Such persons may reflect, and the reflection may be 
of service to them and to others, that hundreds and 
thousands have felt as they now feel, and yet they have 
yielded to the force of truth, and have washed their 
hands of the unlawful business. And they have never 
regretted it; no, not foran bour. For asman to yield 
te the force of conviction, reflects no. disgrace, but 
crowns him with honor. It is only confessing:that he 
acts as a candid man, and is willing to be honest in all 
that he does. 

The traffic in ardent spirit is admitted. to be profita- 
ble to a certain extent; and, by consequence, to relin- 
quish it is to make a sacrifice. But he who shall make 
it, will not only set an example worthy of imitation, and 
deserve well of his country, but he will lay up consola- 
tioa which will be sweet and precious in a dying hour. 

Temp. Ree. 


LOOK AT THIS! 


A very important omission was overlooked in making up 
‘the record of deaths by cholera in the city of Albany, which 
| we published a few weeks ago. The following facts, says the 
Temperance Recorder, should have appeared at the close of 
| the summary of that record. 
In this city are 12 temperance societies and 


| members—only two of these members died with chol- 
; 





era. 

The Hibernian Temp. Soe. of this city bas 123 mem- 

| bers, not one of which died with the cholera. This 

proves that the laboring classes are not more subject 
| to the cholera than the people of any other, provided 
| they will abstain from ardent spirit. 

The African Temp. Soc. of this city has 192 mem- 
bers. Not one of them died with cholera. This shows 
that colored people are not more liable to cholera than 
the whites, if they do not invite the disease by intem- 
perance. These two facts are of very great importance, 
and may be-relied upon as being perfectly correct, at 
least so far as diligent inquiry can make them. 


Vex not yourself when ill spoken of. Contumelies, not re- 
garded, vanish; but repined at, argue either a puny soul or a 
guilty conscience. The best answer to slander is, to answer 
nothing ; and so to carry it, as though the adversary were ra- 
ther to be despised than minded 


O@bitua 











LS 


ilecen. : 








‘Man giveth up the ghost, and where is he?"’ 


DIED, 
In thiscity, on the 15th inst. a child of Capt. Samuel J. Clark 


. 14 months ; on the 17th a child of Mrs. M. Cooley, aged 
year. ° 

Jn Se city, on the 12th inst. a child of Mr. Harlon Case, 

ear. 

In North Haven, on the 13th inst. Mr. Jesse Bassett, aged 

In New York, the wife of Mr. Geo. P. Shi , formerly 
of this city. “— 

In Milford, on the 10th inst. suddenly, Mrs. Sarah Ann, 
wife of Capt. Samuel Dickinson, aged 28. 

In Milford, on the 15th inst. suddenly, of a paralytic shock, 
Mr. Oxiver Baran, aged 77 a soldier of the revolution. ‘He 
was esteemed by a large circle of acquaintances and 
friends, as also by the church of which be bad tang 
ppright und exemplary member. His funeral was 
Sunday, among others, by those who had joined 
the Sunday Previous in sweet communion with 





‘Let me die the d 
like his."’—Herald. 
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(For the Religious Intelligencer. ] 


EDUCATION OF wan AND PIOUS YOUNG 
: EN. 


There are,—who knowicdge prize 
Who for its blessings pray,— 
Bat penury shuts it from their eyes,— 

Rend ye that shade away. 


There are,—who fain would toil 
The immortal mind to lead, 
They have no skill to till its soil,— 
Send ye the gifts they need. 
Ye,—who sueh bounty yield 
ike heaven’s reviving rain,— 
Who gird these striplings for the field 
Shall see Goliah slain. 


[From the Episcopal Recorder. } 
HOME MISSIONS. 


Turn thee to thine own broad waters, 
Labor in thy native-earth, 

Call satvation’s sons and dau re, 
From the clime that gave birth. 

Here are pilgrim souls benighted, 
Here, are evils to be slain, 

Virtues in their budding blighted, 
Spirits bound in error’s chain. 

Raise the gospel’s glorious streamer, 
Where yon western forest waves, 

Follower of the blest Redeemer, 
Sew him ‘mid thy father’s graves. 

Sunday Nov. 25. 


[From the Christian Secretary. ]} 
FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Up, at the ’s glorious call ! 
theweety net Lindeed, whee are they? 
Rend from thy heart these charmers, 
Christ thy service—hence, away ! 


Though strong the parting tear may rise, 
Thongh high should roll the boisterous wave, 
Go find thy howe ‘neath foreign skies, 
And rest thee in a stranger's grave. 


The Hindoo in his sultry glade, 
The infant at the Birman’s knee, 
Or Afric ’neath her palmy shade, 
Shall bless the Eternal Sire for thee. 


And what bath earth compared to this ? 
Knows she of wealth or joy like thine ? 
The ransomed heathen’s heavenly bliss, 
- . The plaudit of the Judge Divine? 
Hartford, Nov. 26. 
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“INTRODUCTION OF CHRISTIANITY. 
There were men every where to expose 


; if it bad consisted 


Agents 


ready the Christian 
it contained any thing either false or frivolous, 
i of either enthusiasm or 
im re, or any mixture of these. At that time the 
and factions in the world had whetted themselves by con- 





tual spies upon each other; so that 

considerably sow Sate af religion could gin 
them, without por | thoroughly sifted by erse 
sore i wap sera ok the Stoics and Epis -— 
au ispurants, a ™m eager in opposing 
tians. world had then also sufficient knowledge 
powers of nature to be able to judge of miracles, and distin- 
guish them from merely ancommon appearances in it, or any 
effect of art. , 

Prophecy had been for some time withdrawn from the Je 
which must make them at firet more shy abd suspicious 
any few pretencés td inspiration. Oracles began to cease 


by being despised, and 
ed; and divination of all kinds was into 


so destitute of aid from human wisdom. so seeming) 
what they had hitherto been entertained with by their 
ers: stripped of all that pomp and covenant ch & 
the Jewish institution ; that art and eloquence which adorned 


REMORSE. 


Remorse.----she ne'er forsakes us— 
A blood hound staanch, she tracks our rapid step 


NOTICES. 


(> The new Congregatianal Church lately erect- 
ed in Woodbridge, is to be dedicated to the worship of God on 
Tuesday, the first day of January next. Public service to 
commence at 11 o'clock, A. M. 


(> The regular Monthly Meeting of the “ New- 
Haven County Temperance Society,” will be held at Walling- 
ford on Tuesdey, the first day of January, 1833. 

Dec. 29. 
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